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poses restrictions on the gratification of his own appetites, apparently setting a limit to his present will, and compelling a body to move in a direction other than that of least resistance, so, it is hoped, will the wise State of the future lay down a general principle of State-action for its own voluntary guidance, which principle is briefly expressed in the words Let bel.
In his effort to supply destructive criticism of d priori political philosophy, which is the task Professor Huxley set before Mm, it seems to me he has been a little unjust to Individualism. He has taken for granted that it is based on d priori assumptions and arguments which are as foreign to the reasoning of some of its supporters as to his own. The individualist claims that under a system of increasing-political liberty, many evils, of which all alike complain, would disappear more rapidly and more surely before the forces of co-operation than they will ever do before the clis-. tracted efforts of democratic 6 regimentation/
Of course there are individualists as there are socialists, and,-we may add, artists and moralists and most other -isbs who hang most of their conclusions on capital letters. We have Liberty and Justice and Beauty and Virtue and all the rest of the family; but it is not fair to assert or even to insinuate that Individualism as a practical working doctrine in this country and in the United States is based on reasoning from abstractions. Professor Huxley refers' to 'moderns who make to themselves metaphysical teraphim out of the Absolute, the Unknowable, the Unconscious, and the other verbal abstractions whose apotheosis is indicated by initial capitals.' And he adds, ' So far as this method of establishing their claims is concerned, socialism and indi-
1 Is it not a pity to go to France for     Let be, let us see whether Elias will
a term, to denote a political idea so     come to save him' (Matt, xxvii. 49).
peculiarly English ?   The correct and     There is a barbarous ring about Let act,
idiomatic English for laissez-faire is     which is calculated to reflect on the
let-le.    'Let me be/ says the boy in     doctrine   conveyed.      For   the   last
the street, protesting against inter-     seventeen years I have always found
ference.   Moreover, it is not only col-     it convenient to speak of the Lot-bo
loquial but classical.    c The rest said,     School.